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From Little Rock to Bentonville, the largest population centers in Arkansas are seeing significant growth,
creating demand for both building and infrastructure projects to support existing residents and businesses
while planning for the future.

Demand for construction projects to support population growth has been particularly high in Northwest
Arkansas. Between 2010 and 2024, the area’s largest metro areas all saw significant population growth,
including Fayetteville (39%), Bentonville (73%), Rogers (34%) and Springdale (25%). With that growth, neighboring suburbs
are also feeling the surge. In Farmington, just outside Fayetteville, the number of building permits issued by the city more than
doubled between 2024 and 2025.

In 2024, the Northwest Arkansas Council estimated that the northwestern region was adding 36 people per day. The council
estimates that by 2050, the region’s population could nearly double, reaching more than 1 million people.

“From a market standpoint, the residential market is booming,” says Ted Vuong, managing principal at Walter P Moore. “They
can’t build houses fast enough here.”

In larger cities, apartments are the main residential focus, which Vuong says underscores the need for more walkable,
pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods. With residential demand comes other needs, spurring new commercial, institutional and
infrastructure projects. Along with that, Vuong sees new retail stores and restaurants popping up. Meanwhile, demand for
services and health care is also rising.

Vuong says several cities have issued RFP for significant master planning to get ahead of growth. “Infrastructure is being
looked at and scrutinized pretty heavily because of the amount of people coming [to the area],” he adds.

The region’s largest employers remain among its main sources of growth, including Walmart in Bentonville, JB Hunt in Rogers
and Tyson in Springdale. One of Walter P Moore’s largest projects in recent years has been Walmart’s new multibillion-dollar
350-acre campus in Bentonville. The project includes 2.4 million sq ft of new spaces for offices, services, parking decks and
amenities, like childcare and fine dining. Its 12 office buildings were designed to achieve LEED Platinum certification. The
campus is powered by 100% renewable electricity. It features more than 115 acres of native and adapted plantings, including
5,000 trees. Nearly seven miles of pedestrian walkways and trails wind through the campus.

“The community flows through the campus, both in and out, as a destination or an origination,” Vuong says.
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Actia Actual Aotal Foracast Fanecast

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION S 2023 2024 2025 2125
(s Millionz) 51,974 S1,790 S2,1m4 53,124 $3,30
HON-RESIDENTIAL 5848 5837 SL006 51,806 51826
Commercial and Manufacturing S667 5470 $413 $1.279 $1,203
Stores and Shopping Centers 547 F44 243 357 561
Office and Bank Buildings $80 5128 $145 $110 $98
Hotels and Motels $28 N $19 $18 %25
Other Commercial Buildings §292 §218 F94 §235 §282
Manufacturing Buildings %219 368 sz $659 $737
Institutional s182 $367 $593 $527 $623
Education Bulldings §a8 $132 £315 53N §374
Health-Care Facilities 833 224 5202 579 $120
Other Institutional Buildings 560 52N 576 3137 £129
RESIDENTIAL $604 $644 $619 §736 5809
Single Family 3542 3481 5480 £054 3604
Multifarmily 62 $162 3132 $182 $205
TOTAL NON-BUILDING $522 5310 §550 5582 5666
Highways and Bridges £380 $194 £324 414 $474
Other Public Works £40 347 563 70 72
Environmental Public Works $99 368 $159 $98 106
Electric Utilities 53 52 £4 5 $13

*Construct:on siarts in City Scoop provided by Dodge Data & Analyti
Dodge products and services, call 1-800-393-6343 or visit the website at www.construction.com
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Total Construction Starts on Track for
Another Strong Year After 2025 Boom
Mon-residential starts showing particular

strength, while non-building and residential
sectors are also due for growth in 2026.
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cs, the premier project information source in the construction industry. For more construction starts or general information on

Vuong notes that the industrial demands of the area’s largest companies continue to be a major source of work, including for

distribution centers.

In Little Rock, total construction starts recently experienced a significant surge, fueled in large part by a strong manufacturing

sector.

Total construction held relatively stable between 2022 and 2024, according to Dodge Data & Analytics. However, last year,
starts in the area jumped 43% from $2.17 billion to $3.12 billion. Dodge forecasts that total starts could bump up another 6%

this year, rising to $3.3 billion.

The biggest contributor to the recent boom in starts came from manufacturing
projects in the area. Last year, starts jumped from $112 million to $859 million
—a nearly eight-fold increase.

In 2024, Gray Construction topped out a $400-million composite decking and
railing facility in Little Rock for Trex. Last year, Welspun Tubular announced a
$150-million expansion of its existing Little Rock facility, creating a new
longitudinally submerged-arc-welded line-pipe mill and coating facility. The
new facility aims to enhance the company’s capabilities to serve the oil and gas
sector. Other recent projects include a 300,000-sq-ft manufacturing facility in
Little Rock for Elopak, constructed by ARCO National Construction, and a
$15-million facility for architectural metal panel manufacturer Morin.

Other major sectors, including institutional, residential, transportation and
public works, are on track for a strong 2026. Institutional work surged from

2022 to 2024 and settled back last year, but those sectors—particularly health care—are forecast to see starts increase by 18%

“Infrastruc-ture is being
looked at and scrutinized
pretty heavily because of
the amount of people
coming [to the areal.”
—Ted Vuong, Managing
Principal, Walter P Moore

in 2026 to $623 million, according to Dodge Data & Analytics. Residential starts jumped 19% last year, with another 10%
growth predicted this year. Likewise, Dodge forecasts that non-building starts could increase by 14% this year.
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